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TYPOLOGICAL FORMATIONS



TRADITIONAL REASONING

Traditional understanding of type has not been 
intensely debated for more than thirty years 
due to the rise and dominance of the interna-
tional style prototype that failed to identify the 
detailed complexity of urbanism, instead fo-
cusing on architectural organization based on 
its internal function, such as commercial o!c-
es, industrial, residential and so on. By todays 
understanding this form of in"exible classi#ca-
tion is somewhat limiting when trying to de-
rive convoluted understanding for generating 
new spatial geometries.



$eorists believed that new types would evolve through 
the recombination of previous types based on compo-
sitional rules for re-organizing structural grids and axis 
through the generative process of iteration. $e possibil-
ity of change inherent in the type gave rise to a structural 
"exibility that permitted adaption to the constraints of 
the site

CONTEMPORARY UNDERSTANDING



NEW TYPES AND TYPOLOGIES

With this less rigid approach towards classi#-
cation, Typology can be seen as a method of 
reasoning and experimenting through type – 
through objects and artifacts considered within 
a particular group. 

New types could more easily emerge through 
the recon#guration of previous types, based on 
simple compositional rules for re-organization 
and the generative process of iteration. $e 
possibility of change inherent in the type gives 
rise to a structural "exibility that permits adap-
tion to the constraints of the site.



GENERATIVE PROCESS

Suggesting that crossbreeding is preferable to 
inbreeding is not the same as indorsing the cli-
ché of hybridization, as an overused response 
to the desire for di%erence and multiplicity. 
$e established view – almost an article of ar-
chitectural faith – is that hybridization of types 
via formal manipulations alone will bring pro-
grammatic hybridization under the spell of for-
mal cohesion. $ere is an alternative; namely 
to allow the hybridization of the idea and per-
formance of the type by evolving its "exibility 
and robustness through the precedent via repe-
tition and di%erentiation.



DOMINANT TYPES

Dominant types may still be identi#ed and de#ned by 
their potential to a%ect change, and the can range from 
collective types that agglomerate to form sizable frag-
ments or districts, to singular types that are signi#cant 
either on account of their iconic status, which allows 
them to act as anchors within their individual urban 
context, or their proliferation, where the sheer force of 
numbers substitutes for any distinct quality.
Given the continuing hold of type the composite in"u-
ence of dominant types becomes evermore critical in any 
attempt to stage alternative visions for our cities. 

Understanding reasoning and then acting upon the 
urban context typologically should be seen as a means 
of a%ecting change at a scale beyond that of the single 
building.



FIGURE GROUND PLAN

While the #gure-ground plan was Rowe’s analytical and 
compositional tool, his source for the making of the 
pattern was the building that was able to e%ect change 
by interacting with the urban context. $is composite 
could be either a single structure or a collection of small-
er buildings. Working on the large canvas of the urban 
plan, Rowe inevitably required a rich array of architec-
tural models and resorted to mining historical types for 
a number of reasons, not least of all because the uniform 
roof heights of a traditional grouping allowed the 2D 
#gure-ground plan to be deployed more e%ectively. 

For an architectural artifact to have any e%ect on the 
urban context, a breach of scale has to be instigated. A 
crucial means of achieving this is to modify the deep 
structure of the dominant type in response to the ur-
ban context, working towards a reciprocal, cross-scalar 
co-evolution of type and urban plan.



NEGOTIATING TYPOLOGY

In order to induce typological change, the idea of the 
type needs to be critically confronted. Asystematic ap-
proach is required to di%erentiate the types deep struc-
ture so that it surpasses its precedent whilst maintain 
its genetic imprint. Working typologically in the urban 
context therefore requires a recognition of the potential 
and relevance of dominant types as a collective urban 
entity with the potential to seed, di%erentiate, regulate 
and administer the urban plan. Typological reasoning 
and production are complimentary, critical and gener-
ative at the same time; both have the potential valorize 
and politicize the urban plan by shi&ing from the neutral 
ground occupied by a disinterested architectural artifact 
towards a charged ground that is contested or negoti-
ated- a ground that can be more closely understood as 
land to be defende, trespassed on or claimed, a ground 
that sustains an ideology through type, with the architect 
as a projective typemarker.
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EVOLUTION OF MAN

Mankind has evolved with the inherent desire and long-
ing for someone or something. In evolutionary terms, 
the advantage of this can be understood as a basic coping 
mechanism for survival, where “the scarcity envi-
ronment… prioritized appetite...”



CONSUMPTION = HAPPINESS

In today’s world of excess where want no 
longer signi!es need, our sense of desire 
has intensi!ed beyond sustainable measure, 
where the more we have only further fuels 
our desire to want greater things, creating a 
perpetual cycle of exponential growth. 



EMOTIONAL CATALYST 



ENVY

Like desire, envy also serves an evolution-
ary purpose whereby social competitive-
ness instills a constant sense of insecurity, 
requiring continual ‘peer-a!rmation’ that 
is needed to feel worthy. 



IMITATION ON A HUMAN LEVEL

Neurological studies show that “the same area 
of the brain that responds to o!ensive 
tastes is also activated when one per-
son observes another making a face of 
showing disgust” (pp. 31-32)



AUSTRALIA =VIBRANT CAPITALIST SOCIETY

Australia as a country on average has be-
come six times wealthier than 50 years 
ago, with the average Australian’s wealth 
more than doubling in the last 10 years.



SUPER SIZE

1990 to 2003 the average NSW house grew by 60 per 
cent, and the family size shrank by 40 percent with the 
lot size roughly halved. 

“If body fat represents the over-consumption of 
food, fatburbia represents the gorging of those 
other primal appetites – shelter, clothing and com-
fort”[pg.107].



AUTHENTICITY 
!e ‘Blubberland’ is noted as a society with a high tolerance of ugliness and 
inauthenticity. Authenticity is a subjective outlook and thus can never be 
de"ned. However, one can argue the authenticity of the mask and its dis-
guise of the interior.



MASK IS YOUR SECOND SKIN

“!e mask-metaphor implies a view of personality 
as disguise, a polite –but –opaque façade designed to 
protect the inner truth from the outer world”[p.83]



I GOT THE POWER

Humans have always tried to control or dominate nature. 
we stand as winner, it seems we became victims of our success. 



SPRAWL

Suburbia   concept is associated to low density, green environment, the antidote for the industri-
al cities, re!ecting ideas of Ebenezer Howard of the Garden City Movement.  In reality the more 
sustainable cities are the one made of steel, concrete, glass and high speed li"s where the density 
is high and people have to share spaces



PRODUCTS

“in Australia houses have doubled in size while families have halved” (page 
152) and following this scheme cars are becoming bigger too.  As consequence of this envi-
ronment “67 per cent of the men and 52 per cent of woman aged 25 to 64 are 
overweight or obese as a quarter of all Australian children” (page 153). 



THANK YOU


