
ADAPTURBIA: The (Un)common good

The common man is not living life for the common good. The common man is living for the common self. The self who has per-
ceived free choice in life of their wants and desires. But wants and desires turn into must haves with the help of the ‘idolised’ sing-
ing or living their praises: mobile phones, this years’ fashion, cars, their own piece of land with many bedrooms, home theatre, a 
yacht and space, space, space. 

This life of desire is compounded with the need to become fi nancially self suffi cient, to get a hold on the real estate ladder before it 
passes you by like a steam train. This creates the perfect recipe for suburbia. 

Own land. Tick. Spare bedroom. Tick. Media Room. Tick. Picket fence. Tick. Big land with a big house, feeling pretty successful. 

The satellite suburbs have been created through this process of modern day economics, they create a benign manufactured 
landscape that is populated by cars going to and from their epicentres: the shopping centre. Wave hello to your neighbour in the 
distance as you pull out of the driveway. There is nothing in these areas that holds people to place. No sense of community. Rossi 
is correct in his analysis of society’s need for the Artifact1, an architectural built moment in time that connects people to that place.

We need to inject density into suburbia, 

We need to return place and community to suburbia

We need to reassess what ownership is and what a successful and fi nancially secure life is.  

We need to take responsibility for the lost agricultural land new suburbia has eaten up. 

How do we start this metamorphasis?

Legislation

Requirements or incentives for every dwelling owner to create one public amenity or business as well as their own dwelling in the 
same area. The ultimate mixed use development. 

Include a blend of: nature-home-grow-work-shop- play-entertain-exercise all mixed up in an environment that is engineered by its 
users and owners. An inter-connected system that the users own and take responsibility and pride for and is public for all. This 
leads to tackling how people own land and property.  

This is not utopia. This can be real life. Change the rules to change the mindset to change the world in which we live. 

(Endnotes)

1 Rossi, Aldo. The Architecture of the City. 1982 

Julian Cribb, author of The Coming Famine states “Cities are quite good at providing water; they are hopeless at providing food.  ....

Rapid urbanisation means the situation needs to change, and fast. By 2030 there’ll be many cities with 30 million people. If those cities produce none 

of their own food, they’re totally dependent on a river of trucks. If that river fails [due to an oil crisis, a local war, or a disaster like the Queensland 

fl oods] those cities would be starving within three days,” 

Proposed green belt of the Cumberland Plan, 1948 

(Source: Ashton & Waterson, 2000, p59)

References - Responsibility of food sustainability is needed for a city that eats into their existing agricultural land base. 
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Sydney’s urban growth, pre 1917-2031 
(Source: Sydney Metropolitan Strategy, Dept Planning, 2005 
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13 Dwellings / Ha 52 Dwellings / Ha

52 Mixed Use / Ha

Densify the suburb to a sustainable level without the need for expensive highrise construction. 

One dwelling per Lot is metamorphasised into 4 dwellings per and 4 mixed use developments/areas per Lot. 

The existing density for this area is on average 13 dwellings per hectare. 
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The new archetype derives itself from a conglomerate of types: granny fl at, duplex, detached dwelling, attached 

dwellings. 

New type iterations are attached in groups of two or three upon a single Lot. They are then combined accross Lot 

boundaries to become an attached group of dwellings of four to twelve.  

‘The Archetype’ Assignment, Adapturbia by Mai Lor, 2011

The Sydney region grows about 15 per cent of the state’s vegetables, according to NSW Primary Industries research. It produces at least 80 per 

cent of ‘’perishable’’ vegetables - defi ned as those that are fresh, have not been processed and have a short shelf life - for NSW. These include Asian 

vegetables, capsicums and chillies, celery, parsley, basil, coriander, mushrooms and silverbeet.

It is also the state’s most important area for producing chickens, ducks, turkeys and eggs. 

But an internal NSW government analysis has predicted that two Sydney areas earmarked as growth centres to house 1 million more residents by 

2036 will cause that production to plummet.

Planned development in the south and north-west growth areas will lead to a possible 29 per cent drop in vegetables grown and a 35 per 

cent drop in poultry meat produced.

“Sprawl eating us out of house and homes”  www.smh.com.au, 12th Sept, 2001. by Debra Jobson 
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ADAPTURBIA: The (Un)common Good Kimberley Howell  of UTS, #10196398

Typology Description

GFA inclusions:  Dwellings

        exclusions: Roof Gardens
1:200 scale

GFA: 60 m2

2 Storey, 1 Bedroom Dwelling

Roof Garden

GFA: 30 m2

Ground Flr: Offi ce

First Flr: Studio Apartment

Roof Garden

GFA: 192 m2

2 Storey, 3 Bedroom Dwelling

Roof Garden

GFA: 96 m2

2 Storey, 3 Bedroom Dwelling

First Flr: Business with garden/ 
play area

GFA: 192 m2

2 Storey, 4 Bedroom Dwelling

Roof Garden

GFA: 96 m2

Ground Flr: Business

First Flr: 3 Bedroom Dwelling

Roof Garden

GFA: 123 m2

3 Storey, 3 Bedroom Dwelling

Roof Garden

GFA: 93 m2 

Ground Flr: Business

First & Second Flr: 3 Bedroom 

Dwelling

Roof Garden

Typologies



100+ with colour legends and green pathways. Include icon of bike 

and running man, scooter rider. 

car icon. have lots of car icons in the fi rst one. 

Site Plan over time
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Mixed Use- Cube or Log Typologies

Dwelling - Turned Typologies

Dwelling - Existing

Pedestrian

ADAPTURBIA: The (Un)common Good

Present Day

+10 years

+30 years

+80 years 

Lot boundaries start to dissolve and create communal environments. Some areas can be enclosed to create areas 

shared by a small group of dwellings and mixed use developments. Other areas can provide thoroughfare and 

larger shared environments 

Vegetable gardens are easily located on roofs and in communal areas. 

Kimberley Howell  of UTS, #10196398



ADAPTURBIA: The (Un)common Good Kimberley Howell  of UTS, #10196398

Community

Mixed use buildings integrated with residential buildings promotes self reliance and a close-

ness of community that is easily accessible.

 

Take for example a resident William, who works from home in his front offi ce. He’s in need of 

caffeine so he gets a takeaway coffee from the cafe in the next cluster. He then goes on to 

Terrance on the other side who runs a little Visa advisement business, to sort out his trip for 

next month. Knowing he was out of tomatoes on his roof garden he brings along one of his 

lettuces so he can swap it at the Pringles house for a bag of their tomatoes on his way back 

to his offi ce. 

Density

There is an increase from 13 dwellings per hectare to 50 dwellings per hectare. There is also 

an increase in mixed use buildings, and an increase in people running businesses from their 

home. 

Private vs. Public

Private boundary is redefi ned. People create their private spaces in their dwellings, which in-

cludes options for open internal courtyards and roof top gardens. Space in between clusters 

of buildings blend into the public domain where people traverse, socialise, and participate in. 

Agricultural Land

Taking responsibility for the agriculturally rich environment Sydney has to grow produce and 

poultry, dwellings have vegetable and produce based gardens on their rooftops where they 

can be partially gastronomically sustainable.

Clusters - Adapturbia
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