
SHOP STORAGE

DWELLING 1

KITCHEN/LIVING

ROOFTOP

DWELLING 2

KITCHEN/LIVING

W.CB R

W.CB RBR

SINGLE-LOT 
HOUSING TYPOLOGY:

TYPICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Period of proliferation:

Number of dwellings:
Number of stories:

Total number of bedrooms:
Circulation type:

Building depth:
Building width:

Building perimeter, all levels:

AREAS
Site Area:

Built Upon Area:
Nett Floor Area / Dwelling:

Gross Floor Area [GFA]:
Landscaped Area:

RATIOS
Floor Space Ratio:

External walls / GFA:
Total bedrooms / GFA: 
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PHOTO STREET FRONTAGE

PHOTO OTHER

FLOOR PLANS 1:200 SECTION 1:200

STREET BLOCK 
ARRANGEMENT PLAN 1:500

DESCRIPTION OF TYPOLOGY:
Narrow houses built on a handkerchief of land, the term “tube” applies to the 
long corridor connecting the rooms and courtyards along the length of the 
house at each level, with stories up to eight that can overtake the neighbours. 
They are often built in a strange imitation of French architecture with ornate 
balconies, cupolas and decorations fashioned in cement and concrete and 
painted in pastel colours. High ceilings, ceramic tiled floors and large 
windows reflect the climate, but the extensive use of wrought iron screens 
and shutters on windows, and metal gates and doors, are the response to a 
high level of burglary. The ones located in the old quarter of the city are 
small or medium, functioning as both handicraft workshops and living areas 
for families. These houses are adjacent, sharing a common wall and roof, 
supporting eachother.

HISTORY OF TYPOLOGY:
Tube houses are the result of spontaneous urban construction and the 
rather complicated urban development in Vietnam’s history, predominating 
particularly in Ho Chi Ming City. Due to the heavy taxes on the frontage of 
old vernacular town houses (property taxes are based on the width of the lot 
at the street line) and spirally land values and status, premium was placed 
upon height, thus leading to the long, thin “tube” houses. As a result, storage 
and living space moved to the rear of the buildings. In terms of economic 
values, tube houses have a rather unique structure, combining the trading 
area and the manufacturing area with the living area of each family.

Tube House

Dates back to the Le Dynasty (1428-
1788) 
2
2 (can go up to 8)
3
Long corridor connecting the rooms 
along the length of house
9 - 10 times width (can go up to 50)
2.5 to 4.5 m
77 m

122.5 sqm
122.5 sqm
243.024 sqm
245 sqm
0 sqm

2:1
0.3:1
0.012:1 (to 1dp)
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