
SINGLE-LOT 
HOUSING TYPOLOGY:

TYPICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Period of proliferation:

Number of dwellings:
Number of stories:

Total number of bedrooms:
Circulation type:

Building depth:
Building width:

Building perimeter, all levels:

AREAS
Site Area:

Built Upon Area:
Nett Floor Area / Dwelling:

Gross Floor Area [GFA]:
Landscaped Area:

RATIOS
Floor Space Ratio:

External walls / GFA:
Total bedrooms / GFA: 
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STREET FRONTAGE

FRONT FACADE

FLOOR PLANS 1:200 SECTION 1:200

STREET BLOCK 
ARRANGEMENT PLAN 1:500

DESCRIPTION OF TYPOLOGY:
The terrace house is one of a row of houses connected on both sides and 
is usually two to three stories high. The frontage is usually around four 
meters wide with a small front garden entrance and a back courtyard 
large enough to contain a car space. The terrace house usually takes up 
60% of a long narrow block of land. Most terraces are constructed from 
brick with a stucco !nish and have heavy use of cast iron ornament, 
particularly on the balconies. The entrance is o" to one side of the front 
facade with a central stair for circulation. Bedrooms are usually located 
on the top #oor. 

HISTORY OF TYPOLOGY:
The terrace house originated from Great Britain in the early 1840s. The 
early terrace houses in Australia originated from the Georgian style. 
The terrace typology was the major housing style built in Sydney and 
Melbourne to accommodate the booming populations. Terrace houses 
were mainly built close to transport hubs and in particular rail and 
tram stations. Terraces in the 1890s became slums and the government 
talked about banning them and in 1920s terraces were banned in most 
of Australia. In 1950 the Australian Dream had occurred and Australians 
desired the quarter acre block. Terraces however came back into fashion 
in the late 1960s. 
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