
SINGLE-LOT 
HOUSING TYPOLOGY:

TYPICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Period of proliferation:

Number of dwellings:
Number of stories:

Total number of bedrooms:
Circulation type:

Building depth:
Building width:

Building perimeter, all levels:

AREAS
Site Area:

Built Upon Area:
Nett Floor Area / Dwelling:

Gross Floor Area [GFA]:
Landscaped Area:

RATIOS
Floor Space Ratio:

External walls / GFA:
Total bedrooms / GFA: 
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DESCRIPTION OF TYPOLOGY:

HISTORY OF TYPOLOGY:

SHOP-TOP

1950’s

Varies
2/3
Varies
Walk up Type

Lot Size varies
Min 2.5m
170 m

85 sqm
90 sqm
GF 65 sqm, First Floor 41sqm
GF 85 sqm, First Floor 52sqm
Outdoor Space 30sqm

1:1
GF:85 sqmFirst Floor 52sqm
First Floor : 44 sqm

Shop-top describes a building type with residential dwellings above commercial, in most cases retail space. 
_Generally this building type occurs on land zoned for commercial purposes. 
_Shop-top accommodation can be either:
* Shop-top housing; 1 or more dwellings over two levels associated with a ground level commercial space or
* Shop-top Residential Flat Building; 4 or more dwellings and 3 or more storeys associated with a ground level
  commercial space.
Shop-top:
_Provides accommodation in proximity to the amenity, conveniences and activities offered by centres such as 
  entertainment and dining and social benefits such as public transport and community services.
_Comprises of either two or three storeys with the commercial component occupying the whole of the ground 
  level of the building and in some cases the first level as well. Apartment layouts on the first level can bedesigned 
  to allow for home/office or future commercial uses. 
_Is characterised by being built to the street alignment and the side boundaries and are oriented to the street front
  and the rear of the lot. Their elevations have a high level of urban design consistency between all buildings along 
  the street and they strongly define a built edge to the street space.
_The primary and overriding purpose of land within centres is to provide for the current employment, commercial, 
  entertainment and civic needs of the community therefore development is to safeguard the flexibility and growth
  opportunities of these uses. 
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_The emergence of the Shop Top is related to considerable changes that occurred since the half of the past century,
  Although the large expansion of strip malls occurred in the 1950s with the rise of suburban living, the first strip 
  mall dates back in the 1920s.
_Being a collection of typically connected buildings that share a common off-street parking lot and are built on a 
  high-capacity commercial road, a Shop Top has an inward facing design promoting the theory that customers would
  be better intrigued to shop if they feel protected in a controlled environment.
_Generally, Shop Top satisfy the shopping needs of nearby residents, but also provide affordable retail spaces for 
  start-ups and small businesses.
_The architecture of Shop Top is very diverse. Although older strip malls are usually arranged in a plain, straightforward 
  way, modern strip malls are built in a more complex architecture that may even break the whole structure into smaller 
  buildings to provide a sense of scale. 


