
SINGLE-LOT 
HOUSING TYPOLOGY:

TYPICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Period of proliferation:

Number of dwellings:
Number of stories:

Total number of bedrooms:
Circulation type:

Building depth:
Building width:

Building perimeter, all levels:

AREAS
Site Area:

Built Upon Area:
Nett Floor Area / Dwelling:

Gross Floor Area [GFA]:
Landscaped Area:

RATIOS
Floor Space Ratio:

External walls / GFA:
Total bedrooms / GFA: 

Group: 6  Names: Lauren Grote
   1102.62.GUA

PHOTO STREET FRONTAGE

PHOTO OTHER

FLOOR PLANS 1:200 SECTION 1:200

STREET BLOCK 
ARRANGEMENT PLAN 1:500

DESCRIPTION OF TYPOLOGY:

HISTORY OF TYPOLOGY:

Dingbat

1950-1960s

3-8
2-3
3-16
Single uncovered stairway and 
external corridor
18 m
9 m
86 m

200 sqm
162 sqm
32.4 sqm
306 sqm
0 sqm

1.53:1
28%
2.28%

The Dingbat is essentially a decorated box. Built to maximise space, 
increase tenancy and owner income, and minimise construction costs and 
time. Whilst seen as a symbol of Los Angeles, Dingbats can also be found 
in Arizona, Florida, Nevada, Hawaii and Vancouver. Typically, Dingbats 
have a ground-floor parking area, usually with designated tenant parking, 
and 1 or 2 apartments at ground level. The first floor can have anywhere 
between 3 and 6 apartments, with a variety of apartment arrangements. The 
apartments are typically serviced by a set of stairs, usually uncovered, 
leading to a single corridor. The front/street-side apartments either 
cantilever or are supported by columns which partially enclose the parking 
space. There is generally no landscaped area unless it is part of the theme.

Dingbats were first built around the 1950s, as a way to quickly and cheaply 
increase density. Dingbats are so called because of the ornamentation and 
‘themes’ of the facades. Typically, Dingbats were built around the newly 
constructed highways of American cities, using cheap materials and 
standardised building and lot sizes to minimise construction costs and 
construction times. Most popular during the 1950s-1960s, adding much 
needed housing bulk to the city’s housing supply to accommodate 
increasing numbers of immigrants into American cities. During the 1980s, 
Dingbats had a popularity resurgence, as examples of Mid-century 
modernism and ‘kitsch.’


